
2025 FORM FOR NEW BUSINESS ITEMS 

 NBI Name  Date and Time

Delegate Making the Motion  Cell       Email          Association Represented or Retired

Delegate Seconding the Motion   Cell         Email      Association Represented or Retired 

According to the MTA Standing/Special Rules:  
With the exception of items on the agenda, all substantive motions shall be submitted in writing to the Presiding Officer. 

MOTION 
MOVED: 

SUBMITTER’S RATIONALE:  

DUES IMPACT:  

SUBMITTER’S COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE: 

MTA COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE (For MTA use only): 

NBI 06



NEW BUSINESS ITEMS submitted by 5 p.m. on Monday, April 28, will be distributed to the delegates at 
Registration and commence to be considered at the Friday session. 

New Business Items with a policy implication must be submitted by 5 p.m. on the Monday (April 28) 
prior to the Meeting of Delegates and shall be considered throughout the meeting at times determined 
by the Presiding Officer.  

New Business Items WITH budgetary implications should be submitted either by the Monday prior to 
the Annual Meeting (April 28) or no later than prior to the conclusion of business on Friday (May 2) at 
the Annual Meeting so that they may be acted upon prior to adoption of the annual budget and the 
dues for FY2025-2026, which will occur Saturday morning. A New Business Item WITH budgetary 
implications is defined as any activity or action that would result in an additional expenditure of more than 
$1,000 by the MTA. New Business Items WITH budgetary implications will be considered in the order in 
which they are received but before other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications. 

Other New Business Items WITHOUT budgetary implications may be submitted during the meeting up 
to the end of the first hour on Saturday morning (by approximately 10 a.m. Saturday, May 3). These may 
be considered during the meeting in the order in which they are received.   

Submit to MTAGovernance@massteacher.org 

If you have any questions, please contact Jennifer Freeling, Director of Governance and 
Administration Division at jfreeling@massteacher.org. 
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	SUBMITTER’S COST & STAFF TIME ESTIMATE:
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	NBI Name: Arms Embargo
	Date and Time: 3-25-25 10:50pm
	Delegate Making the Motion: Tom Meyers
	Cell: 
	Email: 
	Association Represented or Retired: Retired
	Delegate Seconding the Motion: Kirsten Frazier
	Cell_2: 
	Email_2: 
	Association Represented or Retired_2: Education Association of Worcester
	MOVED: The Massachusetts Teachers Association will endorse Rep. Erika Uyterhoeven’s weapons divestment bill, H.2984 (“AN ACT RELATIVE TO PENSION DIVESTMENT FROM COMPANIES PROVIDING MILITARY EQUIPMENT TO THE STATE OF ISRAEL”).
	SUBMITTER'S RATIONALE: Attempts to dismantle public education affect the everyday lives of teachers and students across the Commonwealth. These ongoing attacks are closely connected to US financial and ideological support for Israel’s genocide against the Palestinian people. Despite reports from the UN, Amnesty International, and Human Rights Watch detailing Israel’s crimes against humanity, the United States sent a record $17.9 billion dollars in aid to Israel in a single year. Rather than, for example, pay a year’s salary for 195,438 elementary school teachers at home, US taxpayers fund bombs for schools and hospitals abroad. In Massachusetts, the state’s Pension Fund invests $2.1 billion of public money in weapons manufacturers. The urgency of passing this specific weapons divestment bill (H.2984) is heightened with the most-recent collapse of the ceasefire agreement in Gaza. While the International Criminal Court has issued an active arrest warrant for Benjamin Netanyahu, the state he governs has resumed killing hundreds of Palestinians each day. Israel relies on weapons and financial support from the US, all while US oligarchs systematically defund public libraries, museums, and K-16 education. Within the current domestic political climate, many pro-Israel organizations target educators and their unions for legitimate criticism of a foreign state; work to shut down Ethnic Studies and DEI initiatives; and advocate for heightened repression on university campuses. To effectively defend public education at this moment, it is necessary to understand how uncritical support for Israel's ethnic-cleansing project and the military-industrial complex mutually reinforces right-wing rollbacks of academic freedom and the defunding of public education.Representatives Erika Uyterhoeven of Somerville, Samantha Montaño of Jamaica Plain, and Natalie M. Higgins of Worcester have petitioned Bill H.2984 to divest MA pensions from the State of Israel; all three were MTA-endorsed candidates in the 2024 election. Specifically, the bill compels the Pension Reserves Investment Management Board (PRIM) to divest the Pension Reserves Investment Trust Fund (PRIT) “from all stocks, securities, and other obligations of any company selling weapons to the State of Israel, unless the company announces within 30 days of the effective date of this act that it will not renew or enter into contracts for weapons sales to the State of Israel.” By endorsing this specific bill on Beacon Hill, MTA lessens its complicity with crimes against humanity and fights back against right-wing attacks on our public education system. Divest from destruction, and bring our Commonwealth closer to reinvesting public money in the public good. 
	SUBMITTER'S COST AND STAFF TIME ESTIMATE: 
	DUES IMPACT: None
	 (For MTA use only): $0; 1 hour


